
Columbia County 
Board of County Commissioners 

Workshop 
 

Minutes of 
March 29, 2016 

 
The Columbia County Board of County Commissioners met in a workshop at the 

auditorium of the School Board Administrative Complex at 9:00 a.m.  The workshop 
opened with prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America.  

 
Commissioners in Attendance:    Chairman Bucky Nash, Scarlet Frisina,  

Ronald Williams, Rusty DePratter and 
Everett Phillips. 

 
Others in Attendance:  County Manager Ben Scott (“CM”) 

Assistant County Manager Scott Ward (“ACM”) 
County Attorney Joel Foreman 
Deputy Clerk Katrina Vercher 

 
Land Use and Zoning Workshop: 
 
Agricultural Use and Exemptions 
 
 Using the attached PowerPoint presentation, Attorney Foreman gave a brief 
background on the issues that prompted this workshop and outlined the issues: 
 

 Does the County have the power to regulate agricultural activities? 
 Land Use/Zoning 
 Structures/Building Code/Fire Code 

 If the County has regulatory power, are there limits? 

 What scheme should be implemented? 

 If a process or policy is implemented, will public concerns be sufficiently 
addressed? 

 
He then offered the Commission suggestions on each of the issues. 

 
Merrillee Malwitz-Jipson, Policy Director for Our Sante Fe River 
 
 Using a PowerPoint presentation, Ms. Malwitz-Jipson outlined the high recharge 
areas in Columbia County and spoke about the effect of intensive development in and 
around those areas. She outlined the changes and/or requirements that she would like 
to see to Ag-3 Zoning: 
 

 Require a permit for industrial waste or waste water 



 Define Agri Business 

 Restrict number of animals per acre 

 Tail water recovery for horticulture and row cropping 

 Concurrency 

 Air and Water quality 

 
Public Comment: 

 
 Citizen Collette Jacono spoke in favor of the suggestions made by the County 
Attorney and asked that an outline of the suggestions be completed for the citizens. 
 
 Citizen Sandra Smith spoke in favor of changing the definition of “intensive”. 
 
 Gilchrest County Citizen Steve Gladen spoke about the difference between 
zoning and classification and spoke in favor of a special use permit. 
 
 Citizen Stewart Lilker thanked Chairman Nash for calling this meeting and stated 
that people are watching this county.  He also offered comment on chicken farms. He 
stated that he would like to see Columbia County’s LDR changed to mirror Suwannee 
County’s. 
 
 Citizen Karen Mullins commented that she would like the County to monitor the 
air and water quality around the chicken farm in Fort White. 
 
 Citizen Laverne Hodge asked the Commission who they were representing, the 
people or the businesses.  Commissioner DePratter responded.  She also requested 
that a traffic study be conducted on Wilson Springs Road. 
 

Citizen Norman Bigner asked what kind of oversite does the County have on the 
chicken farm waste.  Commissioners Nash and DePratter responded. 
 
 Citizen Charles Trowbridge asked if anyone knew the definition of CAFO. 
 
 Discussion ensued. 

 
Adjournment 
 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
ATTEST:     Bucky Nash, Chairman 
      Board of County Commissioners 
________________________________ 
P. DeWitt Cason 
Clerk of Circuit Court 



 
 

 


